CHAPTER XV

A BUILDER OF MODEM INDIA

For India, the nineteenth century was a century of pre-
paration and construction. In a general way this is true of
any period in any country which has not ceased to progress,
for the work done during a given period helps build the
country further in the succeeding period. For India, how-
ever, the nineteenth century had a special significance, for
it was the century of renaissance, the nature of which deter-
mined the course of sub-sequent history of the country. It
was a century in India when the scope for building and
construction was almost limitless. The country had a proud
civilisation in the past when its culture in various fields,
philosophy, literature and even political and social organisa-
tion had reached its zenith. From this proud position in
ancient times the country had passed, through the vicissi-
tudes of the Middle Ages with periods of prosperity alter-
nating with those of adversity, to the period of political
disintegration and cultural decline in the seventeenth and
the eighteenth centuries. By the middle of the eighteenth
century, with the establishment of British Power in India,
the decline of Indian culture was almost complete. In loca-
lised areas the sparks of ancient genius were indeed in
evidence, but in the field of culture as in those of social and
political organisation the country had entered into a period
of decline, With the Battle of Plassey fought in 1757, the
predominance of the British Power in India was assured.
^Thereafter, the pockets of resistance! were overcome one
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Jafter another, until the whole country lay at trie feet of the